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By Kimberly Blaker

W hether you're looking 
for enrichment for 
your child, a way to 

keep your child occupied and 
supervised while you work, or a 
short reprieve from parenting, 
there's a summer camp out there 
that's just right for every family.

The benefits of summer camp.
Summer camp offers plenty 

of benefits, and many kids thrill 
at the idea of going away to 
summer camp.  But for some 
kids, particularly those who are 
shy, introverted, or homebodies, 
the thought of going away for a 
night, let alone a week or more, 
can be cause for considerable 
anxiety.  For kids who are ada-
mantly opposed, forcing summer 
camp on them may not be in 
their best interest.

But for kids who are more than 
eager – or at the very least will-
ing to give it a shot without too 
much fuss – summer camp offers 
lots of opportunities kids aren't 
likely to experience at home or 
anywhere else.  If you're not fa-
miliar with the benefits, summer 
camp:

• Fosters independence
•  Is a place to develop new 

and lasting friendships
•  Helps kids develop new skills
•  Leads kids to discover new  

interests and hobbies
•  Provides the opportunity for 

creative expression

•  Gives kids a break from being 
plugged-in

•  Offers daily exercise
•  Improves their self-esteem
•  Teaches kids to work with 

others
•  Makes kids feel part of a  

community
•  Prevents or reduces summer 

learning loss

Getting started in your search.
Before you begin looking into 

summer camps, first create a list 
of the criteria you're looking for.  
Here are some initial things to 
consider.

•  What is your budget for sum-
mer camp?

•  What is the purpose of 
sending your child to summer 
camp?

•  Do you want a resident (over-
night) or a day camp?

•  Are you looking for a short-
term (week or two) or sum-
mer-long program?

•  Do you want a camp that's 
very structured or one that 
provides your child lots of 
freedom and choices?

•  What are your child's inter-
ests, such as a particular 
sport, hobby, or other inter-
est?

Once you've narrowed down 
some of the criteria, you can 
begin your search.  An excel-
lent place to start is right here 
in Today's Family and on www.
TodaysFamilyMagazine.com!  
The American Camp Association 

(ACA) accredits summer camps.  
So this is another excellent place 
to look for a camp.  The ACA ed-
ucates camp owners and direc-
tors in health and safety for staff 
and campers as well as program 
quality.  It then accredits camps 
that meet the organization's 
standards.

Next steps to finding the 
perfect summer camp.

Once you've selected a few 
summer camps that meet your 
primary criteria and that fit your 
child's interests, share the choic-
es to see what excites your child.  
Let your child know up front 
that you still need to thoroughly 
investigate the camp(s) before 
making a final decision.  But do 
keep your child's choices in mind 
to ensure your child gets the 
most out of summer camp.

Once you and your child have 
narrowed the list to a manage-
able selection, you'll want to 
investigate the camps further.  
Several things to consider:

What are the staff's 
qualifications?

Many summer camps use 
teens to staff the camps.  Teens 
make excellent mentors and 
can bring liveliness to summer 
camp programs.  However, the 
programs themselves should be 
developed by professionals and 
have professional oversight to 
ensure kids are getting the most 
from the camp programs.

How does the camp ensure 
your child's safety?

Find out what kind of safety 
training the camp provides its 
staffers.  Also, is there staff on 
hand at all times that knows 
CPR?  What are the camp's pro-
cedures in the event your child 
becomes ill, has an accident, or 
there's an emergency?

What is the daily schedule 
for campers?

Ask for a daily itinerary, so you 
know your child will be getting 
everything you and your child 
anticipate from the program.

What are the rules?
Each camp has its own set of 

rules.  So, find out whether your 
child is allowed to call you.  If it's 
a summer-long residential camp, 
can parents come and visit?  
Can your child bring along a cell 
phone or electronics?  Also, how 
much money should your child 
bring, and how is your child's 
money managed?

Don't sweat it.
Keep in mind, although there 

are many great camps, no camp 
is likely to offer everything 
precisely the way you want it. 
Just choose the one that best 
fits your child and satisfies your 
most important criteria. Remem-
ber, your child will have many 
summers to come and plenty 
more opportunities to work in 
more exciting camp experiences.

Choosing a Summer Camp
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Summer 
Ruffing It!

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 
18 MONTHS -  GRADE 8

JUNE 21 - 
JULY 29, 2022

For more information, 
visit ruffingmontessori.net 

or call 216.321.7571

3380 FAIRMOUNT BLVD.
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 

Create a 
Summer of FUN!
SUMMER ARTS CAMPS
Preschoolers through Grade 8
Half & Full Day Options
On-site & Online
Programs

Registration Opens MARCH 7
Camps Offered June 1-July 29
FairmountCenter.org
440-338-3171
Conveniently located minutes from 
Chagrin Falls/Chardon/Kirtland/Solon

Love Horses? Come ride with us!

Visit www.chagrinvalleyfarms.com for all the details!

11 weeks available June 6 - August 19  
at Northeast Ohio’s premier equestrian center offering  

summer riding camps for riders of all skill levels!

ADRENALINE MONKEY
26800 Renaissance Parkway 

Cleveland
(216) 282-3100

www.adrenalinemonkeyfun.com

Kick off your child’s summer 
adventure at Adrenaline Monkey! 
Their indoor adventure center is 
equipped with Ninja warrior-style 
obstacle courses, various rock 
climbing walls, an aerial ropes 
course with nearly 30 obstacles 
to quench the thirst for adventure 
and need for active in-person 
play! Save $50 per week by using 
the code SUMMEROFF at check-
out, (discount ends on March 31).  
Camp will begin the week of June 
6!  Learn more at www.adrenaline 
monkeyfun.com. 

 
ANIMAL CAMP

6618 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls

(440) 463-3146 
www.RisingRiver.net

Animal Camp is a unique farm 
day-camp experience for kids 
ages 5–13.  Since 2006 they have 
honed an interactive, self-directed 
experience for children. 

Kids enjoy and learn about farm 
animals (horses, goats, bunnies, 
chickens, dogs, and cats), partic-
ipate in horseback riding, crafts, 
and an end-of-week trail ride. 

They offer 11 individual sessions 
(Mon-Fri) from 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.  
Campers are welcome to partici-
pate in one or multiple sessions.  
Kids participating in the all-day 
camp spend the afternoons play-
ing games, crafting, and cooling 
off in the Chagrin River, which 
is shallow and located on the 
property. 

They feature “Feed-em-Friday” 
where kids are permitted to bring 
carrots to feed the animals.  

All activities are supervised by 
experienced counselors, many of 
whom are Animal Camp gradu-
ates! (Typical camper to counselor 
ratio is 4:1.) 

Horseback riding helmets are 
provided, closed toe shoes, water 
bottle, snack or lunch (as appro-
priate) are required.  Please email 
Krista at khanimalcamp@gmail.
com with questions.  Like Rising 
River Farm on Facebook to stay 
up to date! 

 ASBURY CAMP AND 
RETREAT CENTER

10776 Asbury Road, Hiram
(330) 569-3171 

www.campasbury.org
 

For 65 years, Camp Asbury has 
been forming faith and connect-
ing people to nature through 
small-group camping. 

Go for a hike, canoe in the lake, 
enjoy an evening around the 
campfire, and so much more! 

Resident camp is available for 
kids in 1st through 12th grade, 
June 19–July 29, 2022. This sum-
mer, they will explore how God 
speaks to them through creation, 
and through all the seasons of 
their lives.  

They’re following current 
COVID-19 protocols to keep 
campers and staff safe and 
healthy. 

Register online for one-week 
sessions at www.eocsummer 
camps.org. 

This ministry of the United 
Methodist Church welcomes all. 
To learn more about their sum-
mer camp programs, join them at 
Camp Asbury for an open house 
and summer preview on April 10, 
2022, anytime from 2–5 p.m. 

BECK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS

17801 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
www.beckcenter.org

(216) 521-2540

Beck Center for the Arts offers 
in-person summer camps and 
classes on their Lakewood cam-
pus, and some online private mu-
sic lessons.  Summer camps and 
classes are mainly for ages 5–19 
but private music lessons are 
available all year and for every 
age, skill level, and a wide variety 
of musical instruments.  

Your child can grow new skills 
and strengthen existing ones in 
music, theater, dance, and visual 
arts.  Creative arts therapies have 
proven success in working with 
individuals of all ages with disabil-
ities using music, art, dance, and 
visual arts therapies. 

Learn more at www.beckcenter. 
org/education-programs or 
contact customer service at (216) 
521-2540 x10.
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Hathaway Brown offers a wide array 
of summer programming for boys 
and girls, toddlers through college.
Browse through academic, athletics, adventure, 
theatre, and specialty camp options to create  
your own one-of-a-kind experience. 

Visit hb.edu/summer 

BEST. 
SUMMER. 

EVER.

12
20

3

Summer 
Programs 

START 
June 13
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Register Now for Get the Edge 2022

St. Edward High School’s Summer Enrichment Program
for Boys Entering 7th & 8th Grades

Monday, June 13 - Friday, July 1, 2022
Daily from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

at St. Edward High School
Cost: $300 

Register today at www.sehs.net/gte

Register Now for Get the Edge 2022

St. Edward High School’s Summer Enrichment Program
for Boys Entering 7th & 8th Grades

Monday, June 13 - Friday, July 1, 2022
Daily from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

at St. Edward High School
Cost: $300 

Register today at www.sehs.net/gte
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CAMP CARL

8054 Calvin Road, Ravenna
(330) 315-5665

www.CampCarl.life
 

Kids need camp. Today, like 
never before, teens and preteens 
are under tremendous pressure. 
Self-doubt, peer pressure, sub-
stance abuse, self-injury and 
myriad harmful voices nag at kids 
every day. Even kids who have 
a strong support structure face 
obstacles. 

Camp Carl provides opportuni-
ties for children and students to 
pull away and get a breather—to 
catch a vision for the bigger pic-
ture of their lives.  Kids need ex-
periences that will challenge them 
and give them worth, direction, 
belonging, perspective, signifi-
cance, connection and love!  They 
believe love matters most!

As one of Ohio’s leading Chris-
tian camps, each summer Camp 
Carl provides 2,200+ children and 
students with the opportunity to 
discover their God-given purpose 
and potential, experience incred-

ible adventures, foster relation-
ships that could last a lifetime, 
and not just hear the Gospel but 
experience the Gospel through 
their staff.  They hire over 110 
thoroughly trained college stu-
dents so that your camper will be 
surrounded by the finest young 
Christian role models that col-
leges around the country have to 
offer.  

 
CAMP FITCH YMCA
www.campfitchymca.org

Camp Fitch’s century-old 
classic sleepaway summer camp 
provides kids, ages 6–17, with a 
holistically safe, values-driven 
community where they discover 
friendship and achievement.  Kids 
feel like they belong among the 
camp’s carefully vetted, highly 
committed, and caring staff, who 
create transformative experiences 
on the shore of Lake Erie. 

A life-changing Fitch experi-
ence is among the most important 
a child can have to develop inde-
pendence and self-confidence. 

Through partnering with the Erie 
Health Department and health-
care professionals, they have 
designed a safe environment to 
make kids better, forever. 

CAMP HO MITA KODA
14040 Auburn Road, Newbury

www.camphomitakoda.org

Camp Ho Mita Koda is a coed 
summer camp for kids and teens 
with type 1 diabetes. Located in 
Newbury, Ohio, their overnight 
and day camp programs welcome 
boys and girls in grades K–11 for 
one-week sessions. Founded in 
1929, Camp Ho Mita Koda is the 
very first and oldest operating 
summer camp in the country for 
kids with T1D!

Camp Ho Mita Koda’s strong 
camp community, diabetes man-
agement curricula and traditions 
allow each camper the opportu-
nity to gain independence within 
a healthy, active program.  Each 
day offers a variety of programs 
supporting skills development 
and decision-making that builds 

self-confidence. 
 Surrounded by friends and a 

world-class staff, every camper 
learns to ‘stretch’…spiritually, 
physically, mentally, emotional-
ly, and socially.  Self-assured in 
these new skills, campers come 
away with a strong foundation 
for living their best life, increased 
capabilities and newfound inde-
pendence in managing their own 
personal T1D journey.

CAMP INVENTION
www.invent.org/local

Spark your kid’s creativity and 
build their confidence with their 
new Camp Invention® program, 
Explore!  When this nationally 
acclaimed program comes to your 
area children in grades K–6 will 
collaborate with friends in hands-
on, open-ended STEM adven-
tures.

During this dynamic, high-en-
ergy program, young innovators 
will:
•  Dive into cutting-edge ocean re-

search as they adopt their own 
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Animal Camp
2022 

The Best Camp Ever! Is celebrating its 
16th year and we are inviting you 

Features:
Horseback riding, 

playing with rabbits, goats, 
chickens and dogs.

Plus crafts and games all 
day long.
Visit us at: 

www.risingriver.net
Contact Us:

(440) 463-3146
khanimalcamp@gmail.com

12 one week sessions
For kids 5 to 13 years old

Camp runs 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Visitation:
Visitation of the Animal Camp will 
be offered on an individual basis. 

Visitation must be scheduled, and is 
of limited availability.  

Rising River Farm
6618 Chagrin River Rd 

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

�is class will be IN PERSON
Class is limited to 13 students.
�e cost is only $150.00.
Class time is M-F from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

�is 5-day boot camp is for high school students 
who are freshman-seniors (up to 19 years old) 
and have an interested in graphic design where 
you will be taught the basics. We will focus on 
introducing the industry leading software 
(InDesign). 

391 West Washington Street  |  Painesville, Ohio 44077  |  lec.edu

scan qr code 
to register today!
or visit bit.ly/gd-bootcamp

�is class will be IN-PERSON
Class is limited to 13 students.
�e cost is only $150.00.
Class time is M-F from10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

�is �ve-day boot camp is for high school 
students, freshmen through seniors (up to 19 
years old), who are interested in graphic design.  
You will be taught the basics of Adobe InDesign 
–– the industry-leading software.

391 West Washington Street  |  Painesville, Ohio 44077  |  lec.edu

scan qr code 
to register today!
or visit bit.ly/gd-bootcamp

all summer long! 

June 20–August 20, ages 6–16! 

Explore fundamental art experiences including printmaking, 
drawing, painting, jewelry, pottery and traditional camp crafts. 

www.valleyartcenter.org

Creative Art Experiences

PCSummer GuideGuide

robotic fish, design and patent 
aquatic plants, and take their 
fish friend home in a mini tank.

•  Discover real space exploration 
technology when they create 
Spacepacks and Astro Arm 
devices, mine an asteroid and 
observe erupting ice volcanoes.

•  Combine science and art to 
build their own robotic artist, 
engage in design thinking, 
make spin art and learn how 
inventions can change the way 
people create.

•  Experiment with the fun of phys-
ics, engineering and gaming as 
they design, build and test their 
own mega marble arcades.
Availability is limited, so visit  

invent.org/local to secure your 
spot!

CHAGRIN VALLEY FARMS
9250 Washington Street

Chagrin Falls
(440) 543-7233

www.chagrinvalleyfarms.com

Does your child love horses? 
Have they experienced the joy 
of riding or spent a day playing 
horse games, making crafts, and 
grooming ponies as they learn 
how to care for these amazing 
animals? 

Chagrin Valley Farms happily 
shares these experiences with 
children ages 6 and up during 
their camps that run weekly June 
6 through August 19. Staffed by 
experienced instructors, their 
summer riding camp develops 
young riders with English riding 
and horsemanship instruction. 

Campers may see a farrier shoe 
a horse or watch a veterinary visit.  
In addition to riding, campers will 
groom and care for the horses. 

They offer half-day and full-day 
sessions, designed with fun and 
safety in mind.  Chagrin Valley 

Camp Invention cont’d



Farms is northeast Ohio’s premier, 
full-service equestrian center, of-
fering camp and lesson programs 
year-round, in addition to horse 
shows for all levels.  

Visit them online, email info@
chagrinvalleyfarms.com, or like 
them on Facebook.

CLEVELAND CITY DANCE
13108 Shaker Square, Cleveland

(216) 295-2222
www.clevelandcitydance.com

You will love watching your 
child’s eyes sparkle as they grow 
confidence, friendships, poise 
and technique in a safe, social 
distanced school.  Classes are 
available for ages 3–85 — yes 
they have adult classes too!  
Teachers are patient and experi-
enced, encouraging dancers to 
do their personal best.

Register early for a magical 
and exciting summer!  Sessions 
run June 13 through August 13.  
Choose one to eight weeks.

Themed Camps for ages 3–8 

such as  Peter & the Wolf, Dr. 
Coppelius Workshop, Adventure 
of Mother Goose and more.

Camps for ages 8 through 
preprofessional, work on mas-
tering technique with friends in 
ballet, jazz, modern, conditioning, 
dance history and film, classical 
variations, musical theater, guest 
teachers and more. 

All classes can be in person 
and virtual is available for you 
at home, too!  Adult and child 
individual class options are also 
available.  Space is limited so call 
or visit their website soon.

 
CLEVELAND STATE 

UNIVERSITY
ODYSSEY PROGRAM 

1375 Euclid Avenue, 6th floor
Cleveland

(216) 687-5087
www.csufilmodyssey.com

The Odyssey Program at Cleve-
land State University’s School of 
Film & Media Arts offers a variety 
of immersive summer camps for 
high school students (aged 13–18) 

interested in filmmaking. 
Through interactive workshops, 

film screenings, focused activi-
ties, and visits from special guest 
speakers, Odyssey participants 
learn storytelling, screenwriting, 
acting, directing, cinematography, 
editing and more as they cre-
ate their own original films and 
projects in a fun and collaborative 
environment. 

With access to the film school’s 
professional soundstages, Mac 
editing labs, and vast inventory of 
film production equipment, expert 
instructors aided by CSU film 
student camp counselors help 
students hone their skills during 
these activity-packed experienc-
es. 

The summer includes an ex-
periential three-week camp from 
June 13–July 1, followed by three 
one-week intensive camps that 
focus on acting and directing (July 
11–17), documentary production 
(July 18–24), and screenwriting 
(July 25–31).  Day camp and resi-
dential options are available.

 CREATIVE PLAYROOMS 
MONTESSORI & CHILD 

CARE CENTERS
Solon • Independence 
Maple Heights • Parma
Strongsville • Westlake

(440) 349-9111
www.creativeplayrooms.com

 

Summer’s coming, which means 
longer days, fun in the sun and 
great friends! Join the “Voyagers” 
at Creative Playrooms Montessori 
and Child Care Centers for the 
best summer ever—full of adven-
ture, imagination and engage-
ment to keep campers ages 5 
through 12 busy and active. 
•  Themed activities and programs 
•  Explorations around famous 

people, places and things
They believe in encouraging 

children to explore more deeply 
through doing, asking questions, 
and having a great time. Join 
them this summer as they heat up 
the fun factor. 

Save your space today by call-
ing (440) 349-9111 or visiting www.
creativeplayrooms.com.
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Chagrin Valley Farms cont’d

GET READY FOR SUMMER 2022! 

For decades, University School has been the place for boys and girls 
in Northeast Ohio to develop skills and forge friendships  

that extend well beyond the summer months.

View all of our programs and register at www.us.edu/summer!

DAY CAMPS
Our day camp experience expands 
with an extended coed week option 
and theme-based preschool camps.

EXPLORER PROGRAMS
Summer is the time to discover new 
interests, find new adventures, and 
explore the outdoors.

ACADEMIC COURSES
Each summer, students from 
around Northeast Ohio expand their 
intellectual horizons at US.

ATHLETIC CAMPS
Our coaches offer a challenging and 
safe environment for athletes to 
compete at every level.

PCSummer GuideGuide



EN POINTE DANSE
516 East Washington Street

Chagrin Falls
(440) 247-5747

www.enpointedanse.com

En Pointe Danse is offering 
summer classes and dance 
camps from June 13–August 5. 
Classes will be offered in ballet, 
tap, jazz, creative movement, and 
modern dance for ages 3 through 
adult. 

Dance Camps: Princess Camp 
for ages 3–7 includes creative 
dance and preballet vocabulary, 
with a focus on balance, coordi-
nation, and musicality.  Dancers 
will present an informal showing 
at the end of each session. 

Summer Intensive: This pro-
gram is designed for the dancer 
ages 10 and older who would like 
the opportunity to continue to 
develop their dance education 
and training over the summer.  
Classes include ballet technique, 
conditioning, and pointe varia-
tions. Three, four, and five-week 

options are available.
Classes for ages 8–10: For 

the dancer looking to maintain 
their dance technique during the 
summer.  Classes include ballet, 
modern/jazz, strengthening and 
flexibility.  Classes meet three 
times a week for two weeks. 

Weekly classes for adults in 
ballet and tap will also be offered. 
For more information visit their 
website, call or email msgail.
enpointedanse@gmail.com.

FAIRMOUNT CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS

8400 Fairmount Road, Novelty
(440) 338-3171

www.fairmountcenter.org

Fairmount Center for the Arts 
will offer camps June 1 through 
July 29 for preschoolers–grade 8.

Camps include half-day and 
full-day options exploring dance, 
music, theatre and visual arts.  
Additionally, multi-arts themed 
camps will provide a sampling of 
art forms designed to explore a 
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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF FILM & MEDIA ARTS

ODYSSEY PROGRAMODYSSEY PROGRAM

ALSO AVAILABLE: ONE-DAY SKILL BUILDING WORKSHOPS IN SPRING 2022!

Odyssey Program Experiential  
Three Week Summer Camp 
June 13 – July 1, 2022

Odyssey Intensive:  
Acting and Directing   
July 11 – July 17, 2022

Odyssey Intensive:  
Documentary Production 
July 18 – July 24, 2022

Odyssey Intensive:  
Screenwriting 
July 25 – July 31, 2022

LEARN ACTING, DIRECTING, CINEMATOGRAPHY, 
EDITING, PRODUCING, SCREENWRITING, AND 
MORE FROM THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY AT 
THE SCHOOL OF FILM & MEDIA ARTS!

For more information or to register, please contact the program coordinator by phone 216.687.5087,  
email odyssey@csuohio.edu, or visit csufilmodyssey.com.

 • Create your own original films using professional 
  equipment in our sound stages and Mac editing labs

 • Four sessions for ages 13–18

 • 1 week and 3-week camps

 • Residential and day camp options — Choose to  
  commute or stay in CSU dorms!

MAKE FRIENDS AND GAIN SKILLS FOR LIFE!

FILMMAKING SUMMER CAMPS FOR TEENS

CSUFILMODYSSEY.COM

 
Co-ed, small group, weeklong sessions on a beautiful

 450-acre site

Forming Christian faith through outdoor
adventure for over 65 years

Residential Camp:
Grades 1-12 June 19-July 29

Open House:
April 10, 2022 2pm-5pm

10776 Asbury Road
Hiram, OH 44234

www.campasbury.org
info@campasbury.org

330.569.3171

PCSummer GuideGuide
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variety of interests through hands-
on activities offered in a support-
ive, caring and fun environment.  
Camps will take advantage of 
outdoor spaces as feasible, enjoy-
ing beautiful summer days. 

Complete camp information will 
be released March 7 with an early 
registration discount of 5% on 
registrations completed by April 
30.

For more information you can 
email info@fairmountcenter.org.

Located just minutes away 
from Mayfield, Chagrin Falls and 
Chardon.

FALCON CAMP
Carrollton, OH

(800) 837-CAMP 
www.falconcamp.com

Recognized throughout the 
Midwest as Ohio’s premier sum-
mer camp since 1959, Falcon 
Camp has been chosen as a “Top 
Ten Camp in USA” and selected 
as the “Coolest Camp in Ohio.”  
Falcon offers a beautiful lakefront 

setting, talented staff and wide 
variety of activities.  Boys and 
girls ages 6–16 choose their own 
schedule within a general frame-
work and daily activities are sepa-
rate with planned coed events. 

Horseback riding, sailing, swim-
ming, riflery, crafts, tennis, drama, 
archery and much more. 

Falcon has a strong reputation 
for making sure a camper’s first 
overnight experience is very 
positive.  The noncompetitive 
environment is inviting to new 
campers while their awards sys-
tem challenges more experienced 
campers.  The 1:4 staff/camper 
ratio allows individual instruction 
and attention.  Most of all it’s 
great fun! 

Falcon has a special intro 
program for campers ages 6–10. 
ACA accredited, many referenc-
es available.  Falcon is an out-
standing opportunity for fun and 
learning.  

 

GILMOUR DAY CAMPS
34001 Cedar Road, Gates Mills
www.gilmour.org/summercamp 

(440) 473-8000 ext. 2267 
The official camp of safe 

summer fun!  With offerings that 
include outdoor adventure, drone, 
sports camps and the arts, Camp 
Gilmour has something for every-
one!  Camps offered June 6– 
August 5. 

Preschool Camp (9 weeks avail-
able) delights children ages 3–5 
as they explore an exciting theme 
each week. 

Day Camp (9 weeks available) 
is for children ages 5–12.  Full 
and half days offered (can com-
bine with other half-day specialty 
camps). Daily math, reading and 
writing enrichment provided at no 
cost. 

Hockey, volleyball and cross 
country camps, hosted by coach-
es from Gilmour’s state-ranked 
programs, provide campers the 
opportunity to hone skills. 

Before- and after-care options 
from 7:15 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

Register at www.gilmour.org/
summercamp. Questions? Contact 
(440) 473-8000 ext. 2267 or email 
summercamp@gilmour.org. 

Gilmour Academy is an inde-
pendent, Catholic, coed school in 
the Holy Cross tradition. Grades 
K–12 and Montessori Preschool 
(18 months–preschool). 

GIRL SCOUTS 
OF NORTH EAST OHIO

gsneo.org/camplife
(800) 852-4474

Summer is just around the cor-
ner, and it’s time to start planning 
your girl’s next big adventure. 
The best part is, all girls are wel-
come — no Girl Scout experience 
necessary!

Girl Scouts are a force of 
nature. They were meant for 
outdoor adventures. Your girl is 
ready to rediscover the world – 
to disconnect from technology 
and embrace the freedom of the 
woods, the sky, and water.

 If she loves to explore, Pass-
port to Fun may be her perfect 

Fairmount Center for Arts cont’d
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Open House coming in May! 
Includes free classes. 

Summer Camps, Classes & Workshops
June through August with weekly option available to offer flexibility for families.

Visit online or call for complete class schedule, enrollment and program dates.

Home to City Ballet of Cleveland
Cleveland City Dance

(216) 295-2222
www.clevelandcitydance.com

Build confidence, camaraderie Build confidence, camaraderie 
and community in a nurturing and community in a nurturing 

safe environmentsafe environment

Pre-COVID class

PCSummer GuideGuide

Resident Camp, but if she loves 
science, maybe Top Chef is the 
perfect one-day program for the 
girl who’s a master chef in the 
making! 

Space Rockettes may be the 
week-long day camp for the 
astronomer in training in your 
life. Whichever camp themes she 
chooses, fun is sure to follow!

HATHAWAY BROWN
19600 North Park Boulevard 

Shaker Heights
(216) 932-4214

www.HB.edu/Summer
Located in Shaker Heights, 

Hathaway Brown offers camps for 
boys and girls, toddlers through 
college. One of the many things 
that sets HB’s camp programming 
apart is the ability to truly create 
your son or daughter’s own sum-
mer adventures. 

Visit HB.edu/Summer to regis-
ter for academic, athletics, adven-
ture, and specialty camps to have 
the best summer ever.

HAWKEN 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Gates Mills and Lyndhurst

(440) 423-2940
www.hawken.edu/summer

Hawken Summer Programs 
Camp offerings include a variety 
of exciting activities led by experi-
enced professionals for boys and 
girls ages 4-14. While your child 
is enrolled, you’ll rest assured 
knowing he or she is in a safe, 
nurturing environment. Camp 
offerings include Hawklings, Boys 
or Girls Day Camps, Boys Sports 
Camp and Girls Lifetime Adven-
ture Camp.

Passport Camps offer week-
long, full and half-day opportu-
nities to learn, create, and ex-
plore. Hawken Athletics Camps 
offer skill-driven instruction 
and provide young athletes the 
opportunity to hone their skills, 
improve team play, and learn 
from the best. Hawken Summer 
Studies Program, open to public 
and private school students, is a 

Girl Scouts of NEO cont’d

Travel through summer safely this year 
at Camp Gilmour.
With nine weeks of new offerings and old favorites for children as young 

as 3, Camp Gilmour has something for everyone! 
From our 9 weeks of theme-based Day Camp 
and Preschool Camp to sports camps and fine 

and performing arts camps - children will be 
active, entertained and safe all summer 
long! Before and After Care available. 
Easy online registration.  
visit gilmour.org/summercamp

Educating the mind   
Empowering the heart

su

mmer camp 

2022
GILMOUR

G A T E S  M I L L S ,  O H I O

su
mmer camp 2022GILMOURG A T E S  M I L L S ,  O H I O

JUNE 6 - AUGUST 5

The Official 
Camp of 
Summer 
Fun!

Safe

LIMITED
ENROLLMENT

NEW

Volleyball and Cross Country Camps 
(hosted by coaches from Gilmour’s 
state-ranked programs)

Motogo V8 Engine
Discover Theater
Stage Makeup
Summer Breakaway Hockey Camps
Mission Fit



six-week program of credit and 
enrichment for students entering 
grades 6–12. 

Camps run at varying inter-
vals between June and August. 
For more information, contact 
summerprograms@hawken.
edu, 440.423.2940, or visit www.
hawken.edu/summer. Please 
note: COVID-19 protocols will be 
determined as it gets closer to 
camp dates.

HOSPICE OF THE 
WESTERN RESERVE 
TOGETHER WE CAN 

GRIEF CAMP
(216) 486-6838

www.hospicewr.org/griefandloss

Children’s grief specialists at 
Western Reserve Grief Services 
are hosting summer camps 
where children can continue their 
healing process in the company 
of their peers, who have experi-
enced similar losses.

Riding Through Grief, held in 

collaboration with Fieldstone 
Farm Therapeutic Riding Center 
in Chagrin Falls, utilizes the gen-
tle, nurturing feedback of horses. 
Two camps are scheduled: June 
20–24, 9 a.m. to noon, for chil-
dren 8–12, and July 18–22, 9 a.m. 
to noon for teens 13–17. Registra-
tion is $75 per camper. 

Scholarships are available.
Camp Red Oak (ages 6–13) in 

Kirtland will be held Aug. 9–11,  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and combines 
art, music, play and nature explo-
ration.  The camp brings together 
children, all of whom have expe-
rienced the death of a loved one, 
in a safe, supportive environment. 

Call to request an information 
packet.

JUMP START! 
GYMNASTICS

23700 Mercantile Rd., Beachwood
(216) 896-0295

www.jsgymnastics.com

Jump Start Gymnastics offers 
eight weeks of summer camps 
for boys and girls ages 4–14  from 
June 13 through August 12, 2022. 

 Jump Start Summer Camp 
is a great way to explore and 
experience gymnastics for both 
brand new gymnasts to experi-
enced gymnasts wanting to grow 
their skill base.  JSG believes 
gymnastics benefits everyone, 
setting a foundation for physical 
fitness and a healthy lifestyle, and 
teaches coordination and move-
ments that apply to every sport.  
In addition to traditional gymnas-
tic instruction, games, and open 
gym, weekly themes round out 
each camper’s experience for a 
full summer of fun.

JSG offers enrollment for select-
ed days or the entire week.

Half-day (9 a.m.–noon) camps 

are $40 per day or $180 per 
week.  Full-day (9 a.m. – 3 p.m.) 
camps are $60 per day or $275 
per week. After-care (3–5 p.m.) is 
$10 per day.

Registration is available at 
jsgymnastics.com.   

LAKE ERIE COLLEGE 
INNOVATION 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
BOOT CAMP

391 West Washington Street 
Painesville

(440) 375-7050
www.lec.edu

The Innovation Graphic Design 
Boot Camp at Lake Erie College 
(LEC) allows students to explore 
original, useful and creative 
communication ideas.  During 
the five-day Innovation week at 
LEC, the students will learn the 
basic principles of graphic design 
and apply their creative ideas to 
design layouts.  Students will be 
introduced to the critique process 
and begin to work through cre-
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www.falconcamp.com 

800/837-CAMP 

This is the best camp I’ve ever been too! I can’t wait to go back!   
I LOVE FALCON!  SUMMER                                                     SEE  ALL MY FRIENDS. 
Excellent  effo          rt                                                                   caring staff. 

Great Food and good healthy selections.   Willrecipes for back home! 
Horses                                                                                                Riflery, 
Tennis                                                                                                      fun 
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  800 - 837 - CAMP 
www.falconcamp.com 

Ohio’s Premier Summer Camp

AWARD WINNING!
Top 10 Camp in USA!   

–EarlyChildhoodEducationZone.com                

Selected as Ohio’s “Coolest Camp”
–Philly.com

Program Excellence Award        
–American Camp Association Ohio

Best Parenting Award 2021 
        –Cincinnati Family Magazine

Traditional Resident Summer Camp (ages 6–16)
• Only 90 miles south of Cleveland – Carrollton OH.
•  For boys and girls - separate activities with planned  

coed events.
• 2,- 4-, 6- or 8-week sessions.
•  Horseback riding, sailing, swimming, arts, drama, archery, 

riflery, nature, sports, fishing and so much more!
• Campers choose own activities within broad framework.
• American Camp Association Accredited Camp since 1959.
•  1:4 staff/camper ratio allows excellent supervision and  

instruction.

Young Adventurers Summer Camp (ages 6–10)
• Special one-week intro sessions includes all camp activities.
•  Designed to give first-time younger campers an outstanding  

‘first adventure.’
•  1:3 staff/camper ratio allows for extra attention with living  

habits, meals, bedtime and social skills.

TAKE A 
VIRTUAL TOUR

at 
www.falconcamp.com

DON’T MISS OUT!
Camp is filling now!

At Falcon, Good 
Things Happen 

by Design.

PCSummer GuideGuide
Hawken Camps cont’d
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ative problem-solving as it applies 
to communication.  Innovation 
week is a good way for students 
with potential interest in graphic 
design to understand the de-
sign process and learn if graphic 
design is the right career path for 
them.

A student with a BFA in visu-
al communication and graphic 
design degree can become a 
graphic designer, art director, cre-
ative director, web design, UI/UX 
designer (app design), production 
artist and freelancer.  Because 
the skills learned are so versatile, 
the possibilities are endless for 
individuals in graphic design. 

THE LITTLE GYM 
OF SHAKER HEIGHTS
20707 Chagrin Boulevard

Shaker Heights 
(216) 752-9049

www.tlgshakerheightsoh.com
 

Have you ever met a Kid-osau-
rus or attended a royal ball?  If 
not, keep reading and let the 

adventures begin!
The Little Gym offers a summer 

full of fun and excitement with 
a variety of themes including 
Dinosaur Adventures, A Royal 
Renaissance and Pajama Party.  
Their specially developed curric-
ulum combines physical fitness, 
imagination and creativity giving 
your child the opportunity to learn 
and grow all while having serious 
fun! 

Half-day and full-day camps 
are available for kids ages 3 to 9 
years old.  

They offer flexibility to match 
your schedule that is difficult 
to find anywhere else. Choose 
the days and weeks that fit your 
needs. Camps run Monday 
through Friday. Sign your children 
up for one day, multiple days, sev-
eral weeks or the whole summer!

Call (216) 752-9049 or email 
tlgshakerheightsoh@thelittlegym.
com for more information.

 

ninja warrior courses
rock climbing

aerial ropes course
arcade

your adventure starts here

BeGins
JUNE 6TH!

(216) 282-3100
WWW.adrenalinemonkeyfun.com

516 E. Washington Street, Chagrin Falls • In The Gallery
440-247-5747         www.enpointedanse.com

Offering classes in Ballet,
Tap, Creative Movement,

and Modern Dance
for ages 3 through adult.

Celebrating 22 Years!

Summer Sessions 
& Dance Camps
June 13–August 5 

Princess Camps 
for ages 3–7

June 13–17 
and July 25–29

 
For more info call: 

440-247-5747

PCSummer GuideGuide
Lake Erie College cont’d
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CLEVELAND.SNAPOLOGY.COM

23645 Mercantile Road, Suite H
Beachwood

216-990-8988

AGES 5–12 | ROBOTICS | FUN LEGO® THEMES
 

 

   
 

 

 

 

“My son attended two summer camps and each week 
he was thrilled to go!  He wished they were longer.  

We look forward to next year!” - Jen

PCSummer GuideGuide
MIKE MORAN 

BASKETBALL CAMPS
Held at Lost Nation Sports Park 

Willoughby  
(440) 338-8092

www.morancamps.com
The Mike Moran Basketball 

Camps are the oldest running 
basketball camps in northern 
Ohio, with over 40 years of op-
eration.  It has always been able 
to boast about having the most 
experienced staff of coaches.  All 
the instructors are successful 
college and high school head 
coaches.

Because it is always well 
attended, participants will be 
working with other players of their 
same age group and ability level.  
The Moran Camp has always 
stressed the teaching and drilling 
of fundamentals.  It is truly a camp 
designed for young players who 
want to improve their skills and 
be able to play competitive bas-
ketball.  The camp runs all day, 
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 
a.m.–3:15 pm.  Over the years 

it has been acclaimed by many 
newspapers and organizations 
as the top basketball camp in the 
area!   

Because of the Mike Moran 
Camps popularity, it fills up quick-
ly.  Take advantage of the early 
registration discount.  Visit their 
new website, morancamps.com, 
for easy registration.  Call for a 
free brochure!

RUFFING MONTESSORI 
SCHOOL SUMMER 

RUFFING IT
3380 Fairmount Boulevard

Cleveland Heights
(216) 321-7571

www.ruffingmontessori.net

Summer Ruffing It at Ruffing 
Montessori School in Cleveland 
Heights offers a fun array of day 
camp options for children ages 18 
months through students who are 
rising 9th graders. 

Three- and six-week options 
are available for 18 months–6th 
grade, and weekly options are 
available for 7th–9th grade. →

 Jump Into Summer Fun!

REGISTER TODAY:  
creativeplayrooms.com
440-349-9111

Creative Playrooms Montessori and Child Care Centers offers your 5- to 12-year-old summer campers an 
adventurous “VOYAGERS” program to explore our remarkable world. With their friends on board, they’ll set sail 
toward incredible journeys…and do a deep dive on the people, places and things they’ve only dreamt of! 
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2022 
Boys/Girls Camp
at Lost Nation Sports Park

Willoughby
June 13–17 | June 20–24

9:00 am–3:15 pm each session

CAMP STAFF 
MIKE MORAN: Inducted into 
Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame 
in 2020;  former head coach at 
John Carroll University w/ 459 
career wins; guided JCU to 14 
OAC titles, 12 trips to the NCAA 
Tournament & one Final Four 
appearance;  former VASJ head 
coach where his teams won 
two state championships.
PETE MORAN: Head coach of 
John Carroll University.
PAT MORAN: Assistant coach 
of John Carroll University.
MATT MORAN: Head coach of 
Lake Catholic.
MARK CHICONE: Former head 
coach of both Lake Catholic 
boys team and Mentor High 
School girls.
TONY REDDING: Head coach 
of girls at St. Martin de Porres.
RYAN SCHNEIDER: Head coach 
of boys at St. Martin de Porres.
JOHN GIBBONS: Legendary coach.

•  Eligibility: Camp is 
open to boys and girls 
ages 6–14.

• Camp Fee: $185.00
•  Early registration 

discounts and group 
rates available.

•   Each camper receives 
a camp T-shirt.

Mike Moran 
Basketball Camps

Registration 
Phone: (440) 338-8092

Online: MoranCamps.com
Mail: Brochures will be 

mailed out upon request.  

 Exciting adventures await you.

Imagine summer,
         think Hawken!
Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18.
Hawken Summer Programs provide some of the best summer enrichment 

opportunities in Greater Cleveland. Campers can choose from a broad 
menu of programs that are specifically designed to be age-appropriate, fun, 

and worthwhile. 

Day Camps  •  One-week Passport Camps  •  Athletics Camps
Summer Studies for Grades 6 –12

To register and for full camp descriptions visit 
  summer.hawken.edu or contact us at 440-423-2940 

       or summerprograms@hawken.edu

summer.hawken.edu 

PCSummer GuideGuide

They hope you will join the 
summer fun from June 21–July 
29, 2022!

Little Explorers: ages 18 
months–3 years. 

 A Summer To Grow: ages 3–6 
years, features indoor games, 
cooking, art, and outdoor activi-
ties.

Creative Arts & Sciences: 
grades 1–6, offers choices in 
S.T.E.A.M. activities from which 
students create personalized 
schedules. 

Extreme!: For rising 7th to rising 
9th graders, features weekly 
themes, outings, and field trips.

ST. EDWARD HIGH 
SCHOOL

13500 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
www.sehs.net/summercamps2022

 (216) 221-3776
Summer can’t come soon 

enough!  When it gets here, be 
sure to make the most of the 
bright sun and warm weather by 
participating in a St. Edward Sum-

mer Camp.  
St. Edward High School offers 

summer camps for all ages and 
interests from academics and 
athletics to engineering and 
performing arts. Whether you’re 
interested in a particular sport, 
wanting to advance your skills, or 
are eager to try something new, 
they’ve got something for you! 
Students will have the opportunity 
to explore their creativity, think 
critically, work collaboratively, and 
improve their skill sets. 

For prospective 7th and 8th 
grade boys, take advantage 
of their Get the Edge Summer 
Enrichment Program. This three-
week camp offers the best of 
academics and recreation and is 
designed to help young men con-
sidering St. Edward High School 
expand their intellectual curiosity 
in an engaging, team-oriented 
environment. 

Register today for a St. Ed’s 
2022 Summer Camp and visit 
their website for more informa-
tion.

Ruffing Montessori cont’d
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6-Week 
Sessions

Prices are per session 
• 1-hour class = $135

• 1.25-hour class = $155 
• 2-hour class, 2x per week

 = $270

23700 Mercantile Road, Beachwood
Rear of National Biological Building

(216) 896-0295
Website: jsgymnastics.com

Email: jsgymnastics@jsgymnastics.com

GYMNASTICS FOR KIDS & ADULTS

Spring Session 1 
March 6 – April 23, 2022
We ALWAYS offer ongoing 

enrollment & NEVER a 
registration or family fee.

Birthday Parties
Small = Safe & Intimate

•  Party activities tailored to the 
age of the birthday child. 

•  Gymnastic games and 
equipment, including our 30-
ft. long trampoline, in-ground 
foam pit, obstacle course 
and Ninja challenges.

• Parties are 1.5 hours.
•  State-mandated COVID-19 

ratio of 10:1.
•  Cost is $195 for up to 10  

participants. $15 extra for 
each additional party guest.

Summer Camps
Daily or weekly camps 

June 13 to August 12, 2022
Call for details!

 
Spring Break 

April 14–20, 2022
NO make-up classes needed!

COVID-19 safety/sanitation/masking protocols followed and in place.
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SS. ROBERT & WILLIAM 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SUMMER CAMPS

351 E. 260th Street, Euclid
www.srwschool.cc

Ss. Robert & William will again 
be offering their weekly-themed 
camps this summer for students 
entering kindergarten through 5th 
grade! 

Full-week and daily options 
are available. Their caring and 
attentive staff will provide themed 
games, crafts, and activities from 
June 6–August 12. Registration 
and pricing will be available 
March 14. 

Visit their website for more 
information. For information re-
garding summer care for children 
under 5 years old, please contact 
Mrs. Molly Lorek at mlorek@ 
srwschool.cc.

SHAKER ROCKS 
ROCK CLIMBING CAMP

3377 Warrensville Center Road 
Shaker Heights
(216) 848-0460

www.shakerrocksclimbing.com

Summers are for fun, adven-
ture, and climbing!  Shaker Rocks 
offers weekly rock climbing 
camps for kids in grades 1–8 who 
have energy to burn.  Campers 
enjoy fun-filled days packed with 
top rope climbing, bouldering, 
slacklining, team-building games, 
and much more.  

Problem solving, encourage-
ment and cooperation are at the 
core of rock climbing, so your 
camper comes away with feelings 
of camaraderie and a hunger 
for overcoming new challenges.  
Sign up for multiple weeks to 
watch your climber’s confidence 
soar!  Open to all skill levels.  

Camp details:
Monday–Friday: Starting June 

13, 20, 27; July 11, 18, 25; and Aug 
1, 8, 15. 

Half Day: 9 a.m.–noon, mem-
bers $185/nonmembers $215. 

Full Day: 9 a.m.–3 p.m., mem-
bers $335/nonmembers $365. 

Extended Day: 9 a.m.–5 p.m., 
members $385/nonmembers 
$415.

Learn more and register at 
www.shakerrocksclimbing.com.

SNAPOLOGY 
OF CLEVELAND

23645 Mercantile Road, Suite H
Beachwood

(216) 990-8988
www.cleveland.snapology.com

 

Snapology of Cleveland offers 
exciting day camps at their Dis-
covery Center in Beachwood and 
other partner locations!  

Your kids will love their fun and 
educational summer offerings! 
Campers will enjoy robotics, 
STEAM, and building with LEGO® 
bricks while making new friends 
and having tons of fun! 

Day camps are 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
with extended care available. Call 
or text (216) 990-8988 for more 
info, visit their website to enroll, 
or email cleveland@snapology.
com with any questions!

SUMMER AT 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

Junior Kindergarten – Grade 8 
20701 Brantley Road

Shaker Heights 
Grades 9–12 

2785 SOM Center Road
Hunting Valley 

www.us.edu/summer
For decades, University School 

has been the place for boys and 
girls in northeast Ohio to develop 
skills and forge friendships that 
extend well beyond the summer 
months. Greater Cleveland’s 
quintessential six-week Boys’ Day 
Camp experience now offers a 
coed extended week option.

Super Summer Preschool Camp 
is specially designed to engage 
prekindergarten boys in a cre-
ative and stimulating environment 
using US’s theme-based curricu-
lum.  Boys will enjoy one, two, or 
three weeks of age-appropriate, 
hands-on activities. Weekly explo-
rations will guarantee a unique 
journey of discovery! This camp is 
run by US’s dynamic teachers.

Explorer Programs are intended 
for the child with an adventurous 
spirit and inquisitive mind. Coed 
Sports Camps are for beginning 
athletes looking for an introduc-
tion to a sport, or for student-ath-
letes wanting to take their talents 
to a higher level. Extended day 
options (before- and after-camp) 
are available.
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Founded in 1929, Camp Ho Mita Koda 
is the very first and oldest operating coed 
summer camp in the country for kids with 
with type 1 diabetes.  Our overnight and day 
camp program welcomes boys and girls in 
grades K–11 for one-week, adventure-filled 
sessions.  Activities include:

OUTSIDE + UNPLUGGED + ENGAGED

Summer Camp for Children 
With Type 1 Diabetes

14040 Auburn Road, Newbury
440-739-4095

www.camphomitakoda.org

• Canoeing • Kayaking • Paintball • Drama
• Challenge course • Rock climbing • Archery

• Swimming • Hiking • Much more!

Summer 
ROCKS!

2022 Weekly 
Summer Camps

Info & Registration:
shakerrocksclimbing.com

Half-, Full-, and Extended-
Day options available!

For children entering
grades 1-8

PCSummer GuideGuide
 VALLEY ART CENTER

155 Bell Street, Chagrin Falls
(440) 247-7507

www.valleyartcenter.org
 

Summer fun is happening at 
Valley Art Center, June 20–Au-
gust 20, ages 6–16! Explore 
fundamental art experiences 
including printmaking, drawing, 
painting, jewelry, pottery and 
traditional camp crafts. Create 
beautiful wearable jewelry with 
an award-winning artist.  Travel 
the world through art with the 

World Arts, Music, and Culture 
multimedia camp where campers 
participating in different cultur-
al traditions and explore new 
mediums for creating each day. 
Let your child’s inner princess 
shine through their famous Glitter 
Camp with Miss Emily. Learn how 
to draw and paint wildlife with 
another award-winning artist. Visit 
their website for more information 
and the full lineup of available 
camps. Join them for one week or 
several weeks for creative fun all 
summer long!

Cartoon by Jerry King

"I made a list of activities a summer camp must 
have for me to attend.  Flying a plane and driving a 

monster truck are especially important."
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FUN

FRIENDSHIP
ADVENTURE
DISCIPLESHIP

CampCarl.life
Ravenna, OH • (330)315-5665

REGISTER
TODAY
SUMMER
2022

By Mary Ann Blair

With summer calendars 
quickly filling up, it 
can be hard to try and 

squeeze in one more thing.  But if 
you have never sent your kids to a 
summer camp, here are seven reasons 
why you should consider it!

With so many options, it’s easy 
to find a great fit for your child.
From sports camps and art camps 

to STEM-based camps and more 
traditional overnight options, sum-
mer camps are designed to serve a 
variety of ages and interests.  The 
length of camp can range from a 
few mornings for younger kiddos 
to week-long sleep-away camps for 
older kids.  Local churches, school 
districts, and other organizations like 
the YMCA, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
and 4-H offer a wide range of camps.  
With a little bit of research, you can 
easily find a camp well-suited for 
your child. 

Camps provide kids with 
experiences they might not have 

access to in “everyday” life.  
Horseback riding.  Paddling a 

canoe across the lake.  Wilderness 
survival.  Conquering a ropes course. 
Sleeping under the stars.  Adventures 
are endless at camp, and your child 
will have an opportunity to try some-
thing brand new.  For the youngest 
campers, trying a new craft activity or 
learning a new camp song can be so 
much fun!

Camps are a safe place 
to practice social skills.

It might be awkward or uncom-
fortable for your child during those 
first few hours of camp when they 
don’t know a single soul.  After all, 
stepping into a new social environ-
ment can be challenging.  But the 
ability to comfortably communicate 
with new people is a life skill that all 
kids need, and a camp is a great place 
to practice!  Camps also provide kids 
an opportunity to form friendships 

with a whole new group of peers they 
might never have met otherwise.  

Camps give kids a much-needed 
technology break.

No matter how old your child is, 

they could probably benefit from a 
screen hiatus, especially during the 
summer months.  Spending time 
outdoors, learning a new skill, having 
fun, and forming new friendships is 
good for the body and soul!

7 reasons to send your child to summer camp



TODAY’S FAMILY MAGAZINE   •   MARCH 2022          31

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SkakerHeights-SummerAd-PRINT.pdf   1   2/16/18   11:04 AM

PCSummer GuideGuide
Sending kids to camp is 
beneficial for you, too.  

Driving away from your child(ren) 
on the first day might be a little 
gut-wrenching.  But entrusting your 
kids to someone else for a while 
can be truly beneficial.  Maybe it 
will free up time for some over-
due self-care, or give you and your 
partner time to reconnect.  Maybe 
it will provide an opportunity to hit 
the reset button with your tween 
or teen.  After all, absence makes 
the heart grow fonder!  Parenting 
is tough work, so don’t feel guilty 
if you enjoy this time to yourself.  
Chances are, your kids are having a 
blast without you!

Your child’s experience as a 
camper could help land a 
summer job in the future.

Camps are staffed by amazing 
counselors who provide kids with 
all kinds of good, clean fun.  Most 
of these counselors were campers 
once, too.  Now they get to help a 
new set of youngsters make un-
forgettable summer memories, all 

while sharpening their own team-
work and leadership skills.  Your 
child might have that same oppor-
tunity one day. What great way to 
spend a summer!

Camp is just plain fun.
So many adults have fond mem-

ories from their days spent at camp, 
and kids who have been to camp 
often say it’s a favorite part of their 
summer.  Odds are, your kids are 
going to love it!  And for that rea-
son alone, it’s worth sending them 
to camp.



You’re a force of nature.
Experience the outdoors at Girl Scout Camp.

Visit gsneo.org/camplife
800-852-4474

Girl Scouts are a force of nature. They were meant for outdoor adventures. 
Your girl is ready to rediscover the world – to disconnect from technology and 

embrace the freedom of the woods, the sky, and water. Come to our camp open 
houses, meet our camp directors, and see what camp is like.


